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1 THEIR OPINION# THERE WAS PM'i CHANCE OF REACHING A VERDICT# ALL JURORS 


ANSWERED IN THEIR OPINION WOULD BE UNABLE TO REACH VERDICT* a v ;; 

AT ELEVEN THIRTY THREE AM JUDGE DECLARED A MISTRIAL AND 
REMANDED BECk/iTH TO. THE CUSTODY OF THE HINDS COUNTY SHERIFF/S 


OFFICE. 






Tavel . 
Trotter 


Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 

i< 0 r 

I 


m-gii 

(BECKWITH) 

JACKSON, MSS.-AN ALL-WHITE JURY WAS UNABLE TO ASREE ON . 

,»j,^vr_on_bej^eckwi^h nurser tria,.~;;;; av F 

I^clared » 


2/7--MJ1239PES 






/C 


>■? \ 


^^.,1 ^ mcLo^c:^ 

/y / ' 



.7-^6/ 


, -.t" 


10 FEB 3 3 1964 


WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 







. ; ft 


? 












W;£. 




, JACKSON/ Miss (UPI) 

DO De La Beckwith, a dapper 
lember of a long - prominent 
lississippi Delta family, goes 
ik trial Monday in the sniper 
laying of a Negro civil rights 
tader. 

Beckwith, 42, is charged with 
lurder in the ambush slaying 
! Medgar Evers who was shot 
. the back June 12. 

Stringent security measures 
in be in effect throughout the 
ial, which is attracting high 
itcrest among both the whiteJ 
md Negro communities. 

The prosecution is seeking the 
death penalty. Presiding over 
the court will be Circuit Judge 
Leon F. Hendrick, 69, who in 
10 years on the bench has gar- 
ered a reputation for his iro* 
artiality. 

Everyone admitted to the sec- 
nd floor courtroom in the 
finds County Courthouse will 
•e searched for weapons. The 
rowd size will be limited to 
le seating capacity, which is 
bout 400. Law enforcement of- 
cers will be posted throughout 
le courthouse area. 


•'I 

t 

of o Jury is Jikely hIo oonsum^ 
most of the first wedc. Jurors 
are to be picked from a 200- 
man venire which includes 0 
few Negroes. * ; 

Charles Evers, who succee^er 
his slain brother as state fieli 
secretary for the National As 
sociation for the Advancement, 
of Colored People (NAA<^>, 
predicted that failure to obtain 
a conviction in the case would 
result in *'open warfare*’ be-i 
tween Negro and wUte extrem*] 
ists here, J 




**Wc don’t want another Dal- 
is,** said one officer,, referring 
I the slaying of President Ken- 
edy’s accused assassin. 

Evers, 37, was Wiled as he 
tepped from his automobile in 
he driveway of his Jackson 
lome. The shot was fired from 
I vacant lot where police later 
found a hi^-power^ rifle be- 
lieved to have been the n^urder 
weapon. A fingerprint lifted 
ifrom the rifle has been identi- 
fied by a police expert as Be(^- 
with’s. 

Beckwith, a descendant of 
Confederate President Jefferson 
Davis, was a fertilizer sales- 
man at Greenwood and was 
well-known for his anti-integra- 
tion views. 

Following his arrest June 22 
isome leading dtizcms of Green- 
^wood established a **V^te Citi- 
sens Legal Fund** to pay for 
defending him. At last report, 
they had received abcHit ^,000 
in donations. 

The trial is expected to run 
fo;; alKNit tom 
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TO /DIRECTOR 


/I57-901/ 

/1S7-I163/ IP 


' NEW ORLEANS 
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH# AKA MJfDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 




C0> 

CR I * RM • 

BECKWITH TRIAL COMMENCED TODAY IN HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT. 
JACKSON. MISS. AS OP FIVE P.M. TODAY NO JURORS HAD BEEN ACCEPTED, 
VERY FEW SPECTATORS IN ATTENDENCE. 

BUREAU'WILL BE KWT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

END ' 
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FBI NEW ORLS 

634PMCST URGENT 4-7-64 TM 
TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 
from new ORLEANS /157-1.| 6|4,tf 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. ^\A^% 

AS OF FIVE P.M. TODAY FIVE JURORS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY STATE 
AND DEFENSE. ”* (/, 

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. 

END 
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DE LA BECKWITH AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. ' CR, RM. 
; ^ RE BECKWITH TRIAL. 

AS OF FIVE THIRTY PM TODAY A TOTAL OF TEN JURORS HAVE BEEN 


ACCEPTED BY THE STATE AND DEFENSE. 


END 
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8-10 PM U^NT 4-9-64 OLP 

TO ^fecTOR 

FROM< NEW ORLEANS (157-1163) 

BYROrr^E LA BECKWITH, MEDGAR EVERS - VICTIM CR-RM. 

SELECTION OF ALTERNATE JUROR COMPLETED THIS AFTERNOON AN^ 

testimony COMMENCED. 

CAPT. BENNIE D. HARRELL, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED TO RECEIVING., 

• • • 

PHONE CALL RE SHOOTING TWELVE FORTY FIVE AM, JUNE TWELVE SIXTYTHREE. V; 
• MRS, MEDGAR EVERS TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING SHOT WHEN HUSBAND ARRIVED 

.N 

HOKE AND OF FINDING HIM LYING NEAR DOOR. ^ 

HOUSTON WELLS, EVERS NEIGHBOR, TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING 
GUNSHOT, FINDING EVERS AND TRANSPORTING HIM TO HOSPITAL. JOE ALFORD, 
PATROLMAN, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO BEING FIRST OFFICER ON SCENE AND 
ESCOURTING EVERS TO HOSPITAL. 

_ DR. FORREST G. BRATLEY, M. D. , PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED AS TO POST 
-MORTEM EXAMINATION OF EVERS AND THAT EVERS DEATH CAUSED BY 
HEMORRHAGING DUE TO BULLET WOUND. 

\ 

DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE, JACKSON, PD, TESTIFIED TO CRIME SCENE 
INVESTIGATION AND INTRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHS OF SCENE. 

COURT RECESSED UNTIL TOMORROW MORNING WITH CHAMBLEE STILL ON 
STAND ON DIRECT EXAMINATION. ' ^ 0 \ z ^ 

^ APR 10 1964 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESnl 
U. 8. DEPARTMENT OF JO$f™c 
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FBI VASH DC TELETYI 

FBI NtW ORLS 

^ PM CST URGENT 4-10-64 JLT 
To DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

^ROM NEW 0RLEAN^157-1163/ 2P 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA,, MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 

CR, RM, 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

DET. SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE CONCLUDED HIS TESTIMONY RE CRIME 
SCENE INVESTIGATION. 

JOE PARKER, CIVIL ENGINEER, INTRODUCED PLAT SHOffING 
elevations and PERTINENT DISTANCES IN AREA OF EVERS HOME. 

DET. SGT. FRED SANDERS, JR., JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT, 

TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION AND LOCATING MURDER 
BULLET. 

MISS BETTY COLEY WHO RESIDED IN AREA EVERS HOME TESTIFIED 
SHE AND KENNETH ADCOCK WERE WALKING TOGETHER IN VICINITY EVERS 
HOME ABOUT TWELVE THIRTY A.M.. JUNE TWELVE, ESIXTYTHREE, WHEN 
HEAR LOUD SHOT CLOSE BY AND HEARD PERSON RUNNING AWAY FROM 
•SCENE. KENNETH ADCOCK TESTIFIED WAS WITH MISS COLEY AND 

. _ t 

A 10 APR J 8)984 


C>4.AP!n'7i36^ 


Mp. ToTso n 
Mr, Belmont. 
Mr. Mohr. 


Mr. Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr, Conra d 

Mr. DcLoach 

Mr. Evans. 

Mr. G 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room- 



Mir3 Holmes- 
Miss Gandi 





I 

\ 




I 


•»' 



* ‘f 













PAGE TWO 

HEARD SHOT AND HEARD SOMEONE RUNNING FROM SCENE, 

DET. SGT. O.M. LUKE, JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT, TESTIFIED 
AS TO LOCATING RIFLE IN BUSHES CLOSE TO PARKING LOT OF JOE/S 
DRIVE IN NEAR EVERS HOME. 

EN 



CDEBEGH-ON-PAGE— ONE -LT NE-SI X~LAST— WORD'SHOULIT BE ~*SHOWI NG" 
END 
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J^OM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ IP 


; jv.. la BECKWITH; MEDG^R^VARS, DASH VICTIM, CR; RM 



Ifc. To!son_^ 
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Mr. MoJir- 


Mn Casper^ 
-Mr« Oailaban 
Mp. Conrad-. 
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Iri: 
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RE BECKWITH TRIAH TODAY, CAPT, RALPH HARGROVE, IDENTIFICATION 
V OFFICER, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO LOCATING LATENT FINGERPRINT 
ON SCOPE OF INSTANT RIFLE AND SUBSEQUENTLY DETERMINING THAT IT 
WAS THAT OF THE RIGHT INDEX FINGER OF BECKWITH, TESTIFIED THAT 
IN HIS OPINION LATENT WAS NOT OVER TWELVE HOURS OLD, 

FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE 600DREAU, IDENTIFICATION 
DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO HIS LATENT FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION, 

5F DEFENSE AS TO AGE OF LATENT, 


WAS NOT ASKED bV EITHER STATE ol 


COURT ADJOURNED TWO THIRTY PM UNTIL NINE AM APR, THIRTEEN 
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4-15-64 TJB 

TO DIRECTOR. /157-901/ 
from new ORLEANS /1 57- 1163/ 

BYRON §E LA BECKWIIH.^«^^DGAR EVERS DASH V1CIIH^,3''**' 
rOLLOVING DEFENSE VITNESSES TESTIFIED THIS AFTERNObN. 


Mr. JBdmont. 
J'Jr. Mohr._^ 
I'll?. C:tsper__ 
Hr. Cf>?!.';’n." 

j Hr, -CoprtHl . 

Mr. Dc]Ix h>:Il 
M r. JiJvaiis./ / 
Mr. GrI. ./ / 

I Mr, Koscr 
Hr. -Spy £■ 

I Mr. i'av ^ ^ 
Mr. •. ..-r""' 
Tele. I{ooDL__ 
Miss M.:lnjes_ 
Miss GaiuJy 




WENDELL SOWELL.DIRECTOR CRIME LAB, FORT WORTH. TEXAS loLICB^DERART- 

A. ^ 


9 Ut 

WENT AND LOUIS C.BAYNARD. PRIVATE DOCUMENT EXAMINER AND FORMERLY. 

identification officer for LOUISIANA state POLICE TESTIFIED IMPOSSIBLE^ 
To DETERMINE AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT. 

E.H. HAWKINS.GREENWOOD.MISS., TESTIFIED SAW SCAR OVER BEOKWITH/S 
EYE SUNDAY PRIOR TO MURDER, 

JAMES MC COY, SR.. AND JAMES MC’ COY. JR, . GREENVILLE.MISS. .TESTIFIED 


SAW SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE MONDAYPRIOR TO MgiRDER. 


DEWITT WALCOTT.JR.. BEXCWITH/S 'emP^OYER W? THAT BECkV^ 

SHOWN HTM TPi rcr^/^clT- . v/ V 


HAD SHOWN HIM TaESCOPE SIGHT AND WAS NOT SE^ET’l'^-‘‘ii^0UT HAVING SI®T. 


I1MVJ.1XO oxia 

JAMES JONES.WONER NEON SIGN SHOP, GREE,«C«p.^SS^ JjSiSTIFIED SAW 
BECKWITH WITH VALIANT AUTOMOBILE IN GREENWOOD.MISS. . AT aEVEN FORTY- 
FIVE P.M, ON JUNE ELEVEN, SIXTYTHREE. j^"*/ / 1 1/ / \ 

EN^ PAGE ONE • " ' 10 . ^ — T* I 


END 
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. HOLLIS CRESWELL AND JAMES HOLLEY, GREENWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT 
OFFICERS TESTIFIED THEY SAW BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD AT ONE ZERO FIVE 
A.M. JUNE twelve, S lXTYTHREE. 

FRED BEARD, MANAGER WLBT-TV TESTIFIED MEDGAR EVERS SPOKE OVER 
that STATION MAY TWENTY, SIXTYTHREE, THAT DURING AND AFTER EVER/S 
appearance the STATION RECEIVED NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS. BEARD HEARD 
ABOUT FORTY OF THESE CALLS HIMSELF, SOME CALLS CONTAINED THREATS 



STATE WILL PUT ON SOME REBUTTAL WITNEsks TOMORROW MORNING AND 
CASE WILL GO TO THE JURY TOMORROW. 

END 
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ORLEANS 157-1163 4 P 

V. -• KNOWN AS ^ 

ivn, KiciiTs BECKWITHf AKA* • MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 

CR , ^ R M t 

• ^ I . . 

_ R? MINING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

Pi^SWILLEY, FORMER CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED HE SAW 
BECKWITH JUNE EIGHT, LAST, AT TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, JACKSON, 

MISS., BETWEEN THREE AND FOUR PM, AND THAT BECKWITH INQUIRED 
OF HIM AND ANOTHER CAB DRIVER WHERE NAACP LEADER EVERS LIVED. I 

WJ^EN SWILLEY UNABLE TO FURNISH THIS INFO, BECKWITH CHECKED I' 

PHONE BOOK IN TRAILWAYS TERMINAL, AND ON THREE SEPARATE 
PCCASIONS CAME OUT TO ASK WHETHER CERTAIN ADDRESSES MIGHT BE 
THAT OiyiVERS, BUT ON ALL OCCASIC^ ADDRESSES BECK^TH HAI^ / ) / / 
WERE In5^HITE-'nEIGHBORHOOD, TESTIFI& HE IDENTIHE^ECKI^^^ ' ^ 
IN LINEVf. AT PD HEADQUARTERS ^FTER BECKWITH-S ARREST 

APR IG 1964 

ROBERT JOHN PITTMAN, A SEVENTCEl), WHOSE FATHER OPERATES 

PITTMAN/jL GROCERY 11^ V^CINITY“ivERS^HdME, TESTIFIED THAT^ ON 
SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE EV*S KILLING, HE SAW SIXTYTWO WHITE VALIANT a 

AUTO -PARKED /n »0RTH side of ^inMWN/S grocery^ AND VAWAHT KAri' 

|7r. for tiie d.":cior , , 

Wbj^ L. 1 In . 


r — 




PAGE TWO 

hasonic emblem hansing from rear view mirror, stated on night or 
killing, at about ten thirty pm, saw a white valiant CIRaiNG STREET 
IN AREA. TESTIPIED WAS AWAKENED BY SHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY 
went to EVERS HOME BUT SAW NO ONE IN VICINITY WHO WOULD BE 

tied in with shooting, 

MRS. P. L. PITTMAN, WIFE OF OWNER PITTMAN/S GROCERY, 
testified that ON THURSDAY BEFORE MURDER A MAN DRIVING LIGHT 
COLORED SMALL CAR PARKED IN PARKING LOT AND WALKED AROUND IN 
back of this LOT. THIS MAN WAS WEARING SUN GLASSES AND WHITE 
SHOES. UNABLE JO IDENTIFY BECKWITH AS THIS INDIVIDUAL AND 
TESTIFIED UNABLE TO IDENTIFY BECKWITH AT PD LINEUP. 

RONNIE MARK ACEY, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED WAS WITH 
ROBERT PITTMAN NIGHT OF JUNE EIGHT, LAST, AND SAW SIXTYTWO 

WHITE VALIANT WITH MASONIC EMBLEM PARKED ALONGSIDE PITTMAN/S 
GROCERY. 

RONALD JONES, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED WAS WITH ROBERT 
PITTMAN NIGHT OF MURDER, TESTIFIED SAW WHITE VALIANT WITH 
LONG ANTENNA TRAVELING ON LELTA DRIVE NEAR PITTMAN/S GROCERY. 







NO 157-1163 

page three 

testified he thought he saw same car general area the 

SATURDAY BEFORE, 

HERBERT SPEIGHT, CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED ON JUNE EIGHT, 
LAST, WHILE PARKED IN FRONT OF TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL WAS 
approached by INDiWduAL ASKING IF HE KNEW WHERE EVANS PAREN 
NOT EVERS PAREN, THE QUOTE NAACP NEGRO UNQUOTE, LIVED, WHEN 
SPEIGHT COULD NOT FURNISH THIS INFO, THIS INDIVIDUAL WENT 
INTO THE TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, CHECKED PHONE BOOK, AND ON 
THREE OCCASIONS CAME BACK TO CAB WITH DIFFERENT ADDRESSES 
ASKING IF THAT MIGHT BE WHERE EVANS LIVED. ALL ADDRESSES 
WERE IN WHITE NEIGHBORHOOD, WHEN ASKED BY DA WALLER IF THIS 
MAN WAS IDENTICAL WITH BECKWITH, SPEIGHT REPLIED THE MAN 
RESEMBLES BECKWITH, AND QUOTE IF IT WASN/T SBECKWITH, IT WAS 
HIS TWIN BROTHER UNQUOTE AND QUOTE WOULDN/T SWEAR TO IT BUT 
BELIEVE IT WAS HIM UNQUOTE. THIS WITNESS HAD PREVIOUSLY 
TESTIFIED AT FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT INDIVIDUAL WHO 
APPROACHED HIM AT TRAILWAYS TERMINAL WAS POSITIVELY IDENTICAL 
WITH BECKWITH, ON FURTHER QUESTIONING BY WALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT 
SAID HE HAD BEEN THREATENED SINCE LAST TRIAL BUT GAVE NO OTHER 


Page four 

: details concerning threats, assistant da JOHN FOX, 111, 

I SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED THAI SPEIGHTS TOLD HIM HE HAD BEEN BEATEN 
i UP AS A RESULT OF TESTIMONY HE PREVIOUSLY GAVE. UPON FURTHER 
! QUESTIONING BY WALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT AGAIN REITERATED THAT 

This individual at trailways terminal was identical with 

BECKWITH. 

JOHN BOOK, GREENVILLE, MISS., WHO WORKED AS SALESMAN 
SITH BECKWITH AT DELTA LIQUID PLANT FOOD CO., GREENWOOK, 

MISS., FURNISHED DESCRIPTION OF SIXTYTWO VALIANT, A COMPANY 
CAR, OPERATED BY BECKWITH , AND IDENTIFIED PHOTO OF SAME. 
testified HE WORKED WITH BECKWITH JUNE TEN, LAST, AND SAW 
SMALL SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE THAT DAY. ASKED 
BECKWTIH in joking manner if wife had hit him AND BECKWITH 
«UOTE BRUSHED IT OFF AND DID NOT SAY ANYTHINg'uNQUOTE. 
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR. RM, 
^RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

MRS, A.W. BRANCH AND HER SON, CHARLES BRANCH, SIDON, MISS., /! 
TESTIFIED THAT ON NIGHT SUNDAY JUNE NINE LAST SAW INDIVIDUAL GETTING 
IN OR OUT OF BECKWITH/S VALIENT AUTOMOBILE WHILE IT WAS PARKED ON 
LOT AJACENT TO GREYHOUND BUS STATION, GREENWOOD, MISS. CHARLES 
BRANCH TESTIFIED TOLD BECKWITH, WHO WAS IN BUS STATION, ABOUT 
THIS AND BECKWITH CAME OUTSIDE AND TALKED TO THIS INDIVIDUAL. 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS TESTIMONY NOT FULLY DEVELOPED, HOWEVER 
DURING LAST TRIAL THESE WITNESSES TESTIFIED THEY THOUGHT INDIVIDUAL 
MAY HAVE TAKEN SOMETHING FROM BECKWITH/S CAR /POSSIBLY BECKWITH/S 
RIFLE/. THIS WAS NOT BROUGHT OUT IN TODAYS TESTIMONY. . 

FRED CONNER, GREENWOOD, MISS., -BUS STATION EMPLOYEE, TESTIFIED 
HE ATE SUPPER WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD CAFE BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN 
P.M. JUNE ELEVEN LAST. 



>67 9^/ 



REC 

BECKWITH TOOK STAND DENIED SHOOTING EVERS. DENIED BEING IN 
JACKSON SATURDAY PRECEEDINGj MUj^iJ^R. DENIED CONVERSATION WITH TWO 
CAB DRIVERS AT TRAILWAYS BUS STATION THAT DAY. DENIES WAS IN JACKSON 
night JUNE ELEVEN, MORNING JUNE TWELVE. CLAIMS_J^S JLIl^SEENi/OOD 
DURING THAT TIME. ^pp4 

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE A.M. TOMORROW WHEN CROSS -EXAM IN ATT n 
OF BECKWITH WILL CONTINUE. 
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TO DIRECTOR /157-901/ 

from new ORLEANS / 157- 11 63/ 3 P ^ 

ALSO KNOWN AS ' . iiACUL JUATri;- 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA MED GAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR, RM. 

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

DEFENSE WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS: 

JOHN TURNER, OWNER, CLUB KATHRYN, LOCATED VICINITY 
EVERS RESIDENCE TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS ARRESTED BY POLICE 
FOR SELLING BEER AFTER HOURS TWELVE TEN AM, JUNE TWELVE, 

LAST. STAT0D AT TIME OF HIS ARREST BARBARA HOLDER WAS 
PRESENT AT CLUB. PAREN BARBARA HOLDER WAS STATE WITNESS 
WHO TESTIFIED SHE HAD BEEN AT JOE/S. DRIVE IN, AKA LEE/S 

9 

DRIVE IN, ELEVEN FORTY FIVE PM, JUNE ELEVEN, - LAST, AND HAD 
SEEN VALIANT ON PARKING LOT, THAT DRIVE IN PAREN. 

MRS. FAYE BULLOCK TESTIFIED SHE WAS WAITRESS AT CLUB 
KATHRYN AND SAW BARBARA HOLDER AT CLUB BETWEEN APPROXIMA^ 

PERIOD NINE PM JUNE ELEVEN AND ONE AM, JUNE £~ L^ 


9o/H^ 


END 
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PAGE TWO 

KATHRYN AND SAW BARBARA HOLDER COME IN CLUB BETWEEN NINE 
FIFTEEN AND TEN PM, JUNE ELEVEN AND SAW HOLDER AT CLUB WHEN 
TURNER ARRESTED AFTER MIDNIGHT, 

MISS ANCIE LEE HAVEN TESTIFIED SH^E WORKED AT LEE/S 
DRIVE IN JUNE ELEVEN, LAST AND LEFT AT ELEVEN PM, TESTIFIED 
SHE SAW WHITE CAR PARKED IN CORNER OF LOT AT DRIVE IN AND 
OF OPINION CAR WAS A DODGE, TESTIFIED THIS CAR DEFINITELY 
WAS NOT VALIANT, 

MRS, GLEN JIC COY WHO RESIDES VICINITY LEE/S DRIVE IN 
TESTIFIED SHE HEARD GUNSHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY 'LOOKED IN 
DIRECTION OF LEE/S DRIVE IN AND DID NOT SEE ANY CARS LEAVING 
LOT AT DRIVE IN, 

LEE H. COCKRELL TESTIFIED HE OPERATED LEE/S DRIVE IN AND 
ON JUNE ELEVEN ARREVED DRIVE IN ELEVEN THIRTY PM AND WAS 
PRESENT WHILE SHOOTING OCCURRED, TESTIFIED DID NOT SEE 
ANY HEN ON PARKING LOT AND DID NOT SEE ANY AUTOMOBILES 
LEAVING LOT AFTER SHOOTING, 

END PAGE TWO 




PAGE THREE 

MRS. DORIS SUHRALL TESTIFIED WAS WORKING LEE/S DRIVE 
IN NIGHT OF SHOOTING, TESTIFIED SAW NO VEHICLES WAVING 
DRIVE IN LOT AFTER SHOOTING OCCURRED. 

JAMES L. HOBBY, NOW RESIDES MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A TRUCK 
DRIVER, TESTIFIED RESIDED IN JACKSON IN JUNE, SIXTY THREE, 
TESTIFIED OWNED SIXTY WHITE VALIANT AND CUSTOMARILY DROVE 
DELTA DRIVE TO AND FROM WORK, TESTIFIED THAT BETWEEN 
TWELVE TEN AND TWELVE THIRTY AM, JUNE TWELVE, SIXTY THREE, 

HE DROVE TO JOE/S DRIVE IN IN HIS VALIANT AND ATTEMPTED TO 
GET CUP OF COFFEE, FOUND DRIVE IN CLOSED AND UNABLE TO 
PURCHASE COFFEE. AS WALKING AWAY FROM DRIVE IN, DID NOT 
HEAR A SHOT, S*AW NO ONE LEAVING AREA OF JOE/S DRIVE IN, 
TESTIFIED THAT SATURDAY NIGHT PRIOR TO MURDER HE HAD BEEN 
ON DELTA DRIVE IN HIS VALIANT PAREN PREVIOUS STATE WITNESSES 
HAVE TESTIFIED AS TO OBSERVING WHITE VALIANT ON DELTA DRIVE 
SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE MURDER PAREN, 

END 
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, jjiK^ MEDGAR EVERS OflSH VICTIM, 
RE AFTERNOON SESSION OF BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY, 


**;V> 


■J) - i 

BARBARA ANN HOLDER TESTIFIED SHE WAS AT JOE/S DRIVE-IN, VICINITY 

EVERS HOME, NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN SIXTYTHREE. SOMETIME IN EARLY 
PART OF NIGHT ^HE SAW AUTOMOBILE PULL UP ON LOT OF DRIVE-IN AND 
PARK WITH DRIVER STAYING IN CAR, SHE LEFT AND RETURNED APPROXINATELYy} 



ELEVEN THIRTY P,M,, SAW SAME CAR ON LOT AT THIS TIME, IDENTIFIED 
PHOTOGRAPH Cff BECKWITH/S NINETEEN SIXTYTWO VALIENT AS IDENTICAL WITH 
CAR SHE ^^W ON LOT, FURNISHED SKETCHY DESCRIPTION OF MAN IN THIS CAR, 


SAID SptOOULD NOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THIS MAN BUT HAD OPINION 

*4 


AS TO IDENTITY- OF THIS PERSON, WAS NOT ALLOWED TO TESTIFY AS TO 

-• 


HER OPINION, 


/ 


SA SAM H, ALLEN, JR,, MEMPHIS DIVISION, ' TESTIFIEIt AS TO INITIAL 


CONTACT WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD, JUNE TWENTYONE LAST AND THAT - 
BECKWITH ANSWERED ONLY NO COMMENT UWW9TE TO AGENTS QliESflONS 

RE TELESCOPE SIGHT PURCHASED FROM DUCK/S TACKLE SHOP, 


t . 

SA THOMAS F, HOPKINS.ii.,MEMPHIS DIVISION, TESTIFIED ^t 8 Ji^TTEMPTS^^J 


^UI^TAI^CE5 



s ■■ Vh‘ * 


TH/S 


j TO LOCATE BECKWITH JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST AND...CI^M 

i C* ^ 

I ARREST THAT NIGHT IN 'hIS ‘/ tt^ORNEYS OFFICE,^ 

* * J*! ■ 

SA JOSEPH PEGGS, 5 NEW 'ORLEANS DIVISION/ TESTIFlCinj$ TO IlTOfVIEW 


18 APR 16 196^ 


^ Police Oepaitment 


WITH BECKWITH AT JACKSON P5 JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND OBSERVATION 

END PAGE- ONE 
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4»AGE TWO ^ 

SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE. TESTIFIED BECKWITH 
declined COMMENT WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT EVERS KILLING. - 

Ebllca Department 

DETECTIVE SARGEANT FRED SANDERS, JACKSON TESTIFIED 
driving time from JOE/S drive-in TO GREENWOOD, MISS., A DISTANCE OF 
NINETYFOUR MILES, WAS ONE HOUR AND FORTYFIVE MINUTES OBSERVING 
SPEED LAWS. 

DR. FOREST G. BRADLEY, MD, PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED EXAMINED SCAR 
OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND SAID IN HIS OPINION - 
SCAR HAD BEEN THERE NO LONGER THAN THIRTY DAYS AND AT LEAST TEN DAYS 

PdKu Departmaot 

DET. SGT. O.M. LUKE, JACKSON TESTIFIED HE PACKED GUN, 
CARTRIDGE CASES AND LATENT LIFT AND TURNED THEM OVER TO SA SAMUEL 
E. VIRDEN II FOR TRANSPORTATION TO FBI LAB. 

STATE RESTED AT THIS POINT. DEFENSE MOVED FOR DIRECTED VERDICT 
OF ACQUITTAL. tOURT OVERRULED MOTION. 

DEFENSE WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS; SAM WARREN, FORMER EMPLOYEE 
MISS. STATE HOSPITAL, WHITLIELD, MISS., .TESTIFIED THAT LEE F. 
SWILLEY, CAB DRIVER, TOLD HIM AFTER FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT 
SWILLEY WAS NOT COMING BACK TO COURT AGAIN AS HE DID NOT GET 
anything, not even witness fees, claims SWILLEY SAID NOT GOING TO 
TELL ANYMORE LIES, REFERRING TO S WILLEYS TESTIMONY THIS CASE. 


PAGE THREE 

WENDELL STRINGER AND ROY E. ADKINS, EMPLOYEES AT WRIGHT AND 
FERGUSON FUNERAL HOME, JACKSON, TESTIFIED THEY WERE CALLED BY*'*"'®*'**'^™** 
TO APPEAR IN LINEUP WITH BECKWITH DAY FOLLOWING HIS ARREST. BOTH 
TESTIFIED BECKWITH WAS ONLY MAN IN LINEUP WITHOUT A BELT OR JEWELRY 
SUCH AS TIE CLASP AND CUFF LINKS., ALSO TESTIFIED BECKWITH 
WEARING SHIRT IN LINEUP WITH HIS INITIALS ON POCKET. 

COURT RECESSED UNTIL NINE A.M. APRIL FOURTEEN. 

END 
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^ BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR-EVERS DASH VICTIM,CR, r|(^ 
JURY DELIBERATED UNTIL NINE FORTYFIVE P,M. TODAY WITHOUT 
reaching VERDICT. JUDGE THEN DIRECTED JURY TO RETIRE, TO RESUME 
DELIBERATION NINE AM TOMORROW. 
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2-41/PM CST 4-15-64 URGENT DAO 
T^DIRECTOR 157-901 
From NEW ORLEANS 157-1163 ^ 

BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR,~RM. 
/ ; RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. 

STATE CALLED FOLLOWING REBUTTAL WITNESSES: 

. DETECTIVE SGT. FRED SANDERS, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED HE 
talked to greenwood PD OFFICERS CRESSWELL AND HOLLEY PAREN 
(DEFENSE ALIBI WITNESSES^ PA^^EN IMMEDIATELY AFTER BECKWITH/S 
ARREST AND ALSO IN JAN., SIXTYFOUR, AND THEY DID NOT MENTION 
TO HIM SEEING BECKWITH IN GREENWOOD, ONE ZERO FIVE AM, 

JUNE TWELVE, SIXTYTHREE. 

detective SGT. 0. M. LUKE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AKCIE 
LEE HAVEN TOLD'hIM IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING THAT SHE HAD 
SEEN WHITE VALIANT AUTO ON SE CORNER. JOE/S DRIVE INN PARKING 

LOT PAREN HAVEN WAS DEFENSE WITNESS WHO, TESTIFIED CAR WAS NOT 
A VALIANT PAREN. ffiC- 24 ' ' L— — 

attorneys COMPLETED CLOSING ARGUMENTS TWELVE FIFTYFI* 'pM.^'^ 
JURY AT THAT TIME WENT TO LUNCH AND WILL BEGIN DELIBERATION—' 
AFTER RETURNING FROM LUNCH. 
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS- VI CTIM , CR-RM, 

BECKWITH WAS ON STAND ENTIRE MORNING TODAY ON CROSS EXAMINATION. 
CONTINUED TO DENY ANY IMPLICATION IN EVER-S MURDER. CROSS EXAMINATION 
ENDED AT NOON RECESS. 
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^ BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR EVERS/ VI^HM^'cR, 

RE NEW ORLEANS TEL CALLS T03UREAU TODAY. 

AT ELEVEN FORTY AM TODAY BECKWITH JURY ADVISED HINDS COUNTY 
CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK THEY WERE HOPELESSLY DEADLOCKED AND 
UNABLE TO REACH A VERDICT. JUDGE HENDRICK DECLARED A MIS/TRIAL 

AND DISCHARGED THE JURY. CASE CONTINUED UNTIL MAY NEXT TERM OF 
HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT. 
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I (BECKWITH) 

I I JACKSON-^A SECOND MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED TODAY IN THE CASE 
» OF BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, A WHITE SEGREGATIONIST CHARGED WITH THE 
SNIPER SLAYING OF NEGRO LEADER MEDGAR EVERS. 



THE IP-MAN ALL-WHITE JURY REPORTED AFTER 10 HOURS DELIBERATION IT WAS 
DEADLOCKED AND CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK DECLARED A NISTRIAL AT 
,11:35 A.M, CST (1?:35 P.M. EST> . 

IT WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN WHETHER BECKWITH WOULD BE SET FREE 
ICR ORDERED TO STAND TRIAL FOR THE THIRD TIME. 

THERE IS NOTHING IN MISSISSIPPI LAW TO PREVENT BECKVITH FROM 
f BEING TRIED AGAIN. BUT THERE WAS SPECULATION PRIOR TO THE VERDICT 
THAT IF ANOTHER MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED IN THE CASE, THE ENTIRE MATTER 
WOULD BE PUT IN AN INACTIVE FILE. 
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f, (BECKWITH) 1 

fi JACKSON, MISS*--CIRCUIT JUDGE LEON HENDRICK SAID TODAY BYRON 
llrE LA BECKVniH^S CASE WAS BEING CONTINUED UNTIL THE MAY TERM OF COURT ( 
/IaND a DECISION ON A THIRD MURDER TRIAL FOR BECKWITH WOULD BE DETERMINED 
PLATER. 
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Miss Gandy.^ 



rwLy'nr^ . » ilsa VnowP IS Civil. Rights Racn^attcrs 

jYR0^rDE LA BECKWITH^s-A tfA-. , MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, 6R, R^' 

RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH ‘TRIAL TODAY. a. ^ 

■ FORMER SHERIFF J.R. GILFOY, HINDS C OUNTY,M I SS. , TESTIFIED YaS 
PRESENT AT^;POLICE DEPARTMENT WHEN BREECH OF INSTANT- RI^OP^ED AND"- 
BASED ON ODOR HE DETERMINED IT HAD BEEN FIRED VERyJrE(;£nTLY.^ ’- 



INNES T. MC INTYRE, FARMER NEAR GREENWOOD, MISS. , fESTIJIED HE 

PURCHASED THIRTY OUGHT SIX RIFLE IN FEBRUARY FIFTYNINE~FROM UNIVERSAL 

FIREARMS AND TRADED BARREL AND ACTION OF THIS RIFLE TO BECKWITH IN 

JANUi(^,SlXTY.* TESTIFIED TURNED OVER TO FBI AGENT FIFTY EMPTY 

CARTRID^ CASES WHICH HAD -BEEN FIRED IN THii RIFLE. 

<K 

SA FRANCIS FINELY AND'^DONALD STORAKEffi TESTIFIED AS TO CHAIN OF 
EVIDENCE OF'^CARTRIDGES FROM MC INTYRe'to SA RICHARD J. POPPLETON 
Fi^E ARMS SECTION. * ^ 

SA I'ipDPPLETON TESTIFIED AS TO EXAM 
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CAHRID^CASgE^^SIXia^^^ ROUNDS AND ONE EMp“ty ftOUND T0UN0 ''i1T ^ 
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PAGE TWO ■ • ■"'“' 

SA ^UEL E. VIRDEN 11 TESTIFIED RE DELIVERY RIFLE, AMMO.CARTRIDGE 
CASES AND SPENT BULLET TO FBI LAB. *“ 

JOHN W. GOSA, OWNER DUCKS TACKLE SHOP, GRENODA.MISS. , TESTIFIED 
that IN MAY.SIXTYTHREE.TRADED SIX POWER GOLDEN HAWK UNITED BINOCULAR- 
TaESCOPE SIGHT TO BECKWITH FOR A FORTYFIVE AUTOMATIC PISTOL. 

O.P.SROWN, DISTRICT MANAGER, SOUTHERN BELL TEL AND TEL CO., GREENWOOD 
MISS., introduced PHONE RECORDS SHOWING PHONE CALLS FROM BECKWITH 
RESIDENCE TO G02A AT GREENWOOD ON MAY FIVE AND MAY TWELVE, SIXTYTHREE. 

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE AM APRIL ELEVEN,SIXTYFOUR. 

end correct page one, para one, line two, word nine SHOULD BE RiaE 
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(Beckwith Appears Ner vous’ 
EutDenies Murd^ng Ey^Sj 


■ Miss., April 14, — . A subdued Byros, 

I Beckwith, more ncr\^ous than when he first testified in Febru- 
ar>% Tuesday look the witness stand and swore he did not 
murder Jackson Negro leader Medgar Evers on June 12. 

The 43-year-old Greenwood salesman took the stand at 
3: 13 p.m. and answered questions from chief defense counsel 
Hardy Lott exactly an hour. In contrast to his appearance 
at the earlier trial, Beckwith limited his remarks to exaer 
and short answers. 

But during the 48 minutes he 
{answered questions from Dist. 

Atiy. William Waller, Beck- 
with’s testimony was soon 
punctuated by comments from 
the 37-year-old prosecutor such 
as, **Can I go on now?*' and 
'May I finish my question?'* 


fecckwith took (he stand ap- sirjs‘1 did/' enswered 

par^ntly to lay the ground- ‘ 
woik for defense contentions 

■that his 30.06 Enfield rifle dis- Waller confirmed that 
j appeared either from his car,^!?^ Hobby car had no aerial 
I or 64-year-oId unlocked homei^*^^^*' ^*ss Holder, 

a few days prior to the mur- comer and 

dcr, , asked why Mr. Hobby waited 

He said his car, in which ^kree w'ceks ago tO‘ 

he carried several guns, also Cunningham, a! 

‘Did • you shoot Medgar sal unlocked most of June 10 defense attorney. j 

•Evers?” asked Mr. Lott. j at his firm’s Greenville of- thought I should say 

1 “No, sir,” answered Bcck-1 Hce. something about it.” answered 

•with, with emphasis on the!- “Can you tell me.” said 37-year-oId truck driver. 
i”sir.” jMr. Lott as he handed Beck- you tell the Jackson! 

“Where were you when Med-} with the Enfield rifle with a Police Department about' 
' Evers was shot?” queried P“POwer telescopic sight the fl^is?” 

Estate claims was used as the! ‘'They didn’t ask me, 

murder weapon, “whether that ^ohby answered. 

I is your rifle and scope?” ; Hobby, who has been 

Beginning wim a iisimg oij “This rifle is similar to sev-i ci^ployed by the trucking firm 
the schools which he attend- ®ral rifles I have owned, but about 15 years, was trans- 
ed as a youth, the Deltan out-j^ couldn’t positively identify from Jackson to Mem- 

• lined his life until his arrestj^l\c rifle or the scope,” Beck- 
:On June 22 for the ambush* said. 

.murder of the NAACP fields Before Beckwith took the 
Isecretary. island, a Memphis tri 

; He told the jury he was’®*l ^ former Jackson. 

I wounded in the first Invasion; court he had driven his 
'wave of Tarawa and had pre-j^pQ Valiant into the. pST'kir'g 
iviously fought at Guadal ' 
canal. 


gar 

.the attorney, 
i “I was in 
Beckwith said. 

Beginning with a listing of! 


Greenwood,’ 


Iphis last July. His wife and 
jthree children joined him last 
j November. 

i Judge ‘Leon Hendrick re- 
Icessed court at 5:03 p.m. with] 
•Beckwith still on the stand for 
j cross-examination. The trial 
. , jwill resume at 9 Wednesday! 

■ lot. which the state described] morning. < ^ 

arrested?” get-away location, a f(»w' 


'When were vou • • . - - 

tasked Mr. Lott. minutes beiore the murdtir. 

• “I’d have to look at the ^ol>by of 579 

calendar.” responded tlie pale: ®^Ploy® of Gor- 

but emphatic Beckwith. “I’ve Transports Inc., said he 
been here for so long it’s hardjP^™® ®f the drive-in, 

for me to remember.” j A prosecution witne.ss earlier 
He denied talking to two ^^id she saw a 1962 white 
Jackson taxi drivers who testi-i'^^ll^nt parked in the corner 
fied Beckwith or “a twin*^*’^ identified it as Beckwith’s 
brother” asked them for company car. 

Evers’ address June 8 at a l^iss Barbara Holder said 
bus cfatSftii ^ she saw tl\c driver enter the 

rest room but she was unable 
to^posilively identify him. 

“Do you recall whether you, 
^wnnf jnto the rest roojn?”, 
asked Mr. Lott. 


isy- 
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Glum Beckwith- 
Faces New Tri? 
After Deadlock 


29 Baiiofs 

7*5 Impasse Is Reported 
•With Most Jurors For 
Acquittal 

By EDWARD P. MOORE JR. 

Special to The Commercial Appeal 

JACKSON, Miss.. Feb. 7. — 
.Judge Leon F. Hendrick sol- 
emnly declared the spectacu- 
lar Beckwith murder trial a 
mistrial at li:30 Friday morn- 
ing after 12 white jurors indi- 
vidually advised the judge they 
were "'hopelessly deadlocked*’ 
in reaching a verdict after 11 
hours of deliberation. 

United Press International 
quoted a “reliable source” as 
saying the jury was split 7-5 
for acquittal. 

They reportedly had taken 
20 ballots during discussions 
since 1:05 Tlnirsday afternoon 
in the small jury room before 
a table littered with photo- » 
graphs, documents, statements 
and a 30-06 Enfield rifle 
equipped with a six-power tele- 
scopic sight. 

The state argued Byron De 
La Beckwith used that weapon 
to kill Medgar Evers, Missis- 
sippi field secretary for the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple. from ambush pn June 12, 
1963. Beckwith' has\onsistent- 
]y maintained his innocence. 


• • 
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AP Wircp*,^to 

Weary Juror Heads Hom > 

I assume 


' “If there were any chance 
for you to .get together in a 
reasonable time,'' rie told the 
juiy, "T know you would tell 
me so. I declare a mistrial 
in this case; that is I can 
do. The defendant will be re- 
manded to the custody of the 
sheriff.” 

He dismissed the 12 mnrt 
who hurriedly packed their, 
suitcases and left the Hinds! 
County Courthouse where they 
had been secluded since Jan. 
30. They were forbidden by the 
judge to discuss their vote im- 
passe. 

Beckwith appeared drained 
by the trial. He sat glum and 
motionless, 

Mrs. Beckwith, leaving the 
courthouse, also was disap- 
pointed. “I planned to take 
him home tonight.” she siid. 
Asked if she would again ijc a 
daily spectator at the re-tiial, 
ns said emphatically: k 

“Yes, sir. I’m just like he 
is; I’m an arch-segregation- 
ist.” 

Mrs. Evers, widow of the 
slain integration leader, said 
had prepared a statement 
in the event a decisive verdict 
was reached, but the mistrial 
caught her off guard. “I don’t 
think I should have anything 
to say unless the person is 
found guilty or not guilty.” 
There was no visible reac- 
tion from the still courtroom 
where more than 200 had 
(waited to hear the verdict. 
Within minutes, both defense 
and prosecution attorneys be- 
gan the task of preparing for 
a re-trial. 


Gentlemen, I assume |/ou 
Still have not reached a Ver- 
dict,” the judge said to 12 ob- 
viously weary jurors who 
walked into the courtroom 
putting on coats and adjusting 
ties. They nodded in agree- 
ment. The judge then polled 
each man to learn whether he 
believed additional delibera- 
tions could produce a verdict. 

“Your honor,” replied Fred 
Plummer, “I do not. We have| Mr. Lott said the matter 
tried diligently. We could stayibond for Beckwith, who h 
here a week and never reach been in jail without bond sin 
a verdict.” The remaining 11 June 23. was not discussed 
answered as Judge; the conference in the judgi 


Defense Attorney Hardy Lott 
said following a conference 
with the judge that the case 
will be set for call on Marr^ 
23. Date of the re-trial will 
scheduled at that time 1 
Judge Hendrick.* 


Li 




Hendrick repeated the 
tion. 

i 


ques 


office. He added he expect 
to file a ^notion for a bo 
hearing “very promptly.” 
But Dist. Atty. William Wi 
Icr, the trial’s 37 • year -c 
prosecutor, snid he would c 
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Policemen Say Defendant 
Seen In Greenwood At 
* Time Of Slaying 

By EDWARD P. MOORE JR. 

SDCCial to The CommercUl Appeal 

JACKSON, Miss., Feb. 5.— 
The defense rested its case in 
the Byron De La Beckwith 
murder trial at 5:47 p.zn. Wed- 
nesday. 

The action came after Beck- 
with took the witness stand in 
a surprise maneuver and 
swore he did not ambush Med- 
gar Evers, Negro integrationist 
leader shortly after midnight 
last June 12. 

He claimed that a gun simi- 
lar to the weapon the state 
charges was used to kill Evers 
was stolen from him the night 
before the slaying. 

Arguments will open Thurs- 
day morning. 

1 The packed courtroom 
i gasped in astonishment when 
the name “Byron De La Beck- 
with” was called and the 
former fertilizer salesman 
walked swiftly to the stand, 
took his oath and was seated. 
He was questioned by his coun- 
sel, Hardy Lott, for 55 minutes, 
answering deftly and with as- 

i jsurance. 

i VMr. Beckwith,” asked Mr. 

“Did you shoot Medgar 
. irveri?** 

• sir,” he^ answered 


The former Marine Corps 
Purple Heayt-Arinr#»,r said he 
received a cut over his right 
eye during a target shooting 
session “before this Evers’ 
business came up” when the 
30-0G Enfield’s telescopic sight 
recoiled into him. Tliree of his 
fellow employes at a Green- 
ville fertilizer company testi- 
fied earlier Wednesday they 
saw the cut before June 12. 

The slate had suggested the 
cut resulted when Evers was 
shot. 

Beckwith denied being in 
Jackson at any time near the 
date of tlie shooting and added 
that if his white Valiant, iden- 
tified by several witnesses as 
being near the murder scene, 
was in the capital city “I have 
no knowledge of it.” 

He 43-ycar-oId Bcclwlth told 
the jury that he customarily 
traveled with weapons, “as 
many as 30 to 40” in his car. 
He admitted receiving an En- 
field rifle from Itta Bena plant- 
er Tliorne McIntyre and trad- 
ing for a telescopic sight at 
Grenada. 

But Beckwith said he could 
not with certainty identify a 
rifle hidden in honeysuckle 
>vines near the murder scene 
as his. 

Mr. Waller began his cross- 
examination with questions 
about letters in his possession, 
some to newspaper editors, 
which he said bore Beckwith’s 
signature. He asked the Deltan 
if his expressions 6f segrega- 
tion ideas were not made pub- 
licly. 


“I havc^ very pro- 
nounced about my views con- 
cerning segregation, constitu- 
tional government, and states 
rights,” he answered calmly. 
But the scion of an aristocratic 
Mississippi family began to 
squirm slightly as Mr. Waller 
began reading. 

From a letter bearing what 
the district attorney said was 
a 1957 date, he read “and fur- 
thermore, when I die, I’ll be 
buried in a segregated ceme- 
tery, When you get to Heaven 
you will find me in the part 
that has a sign saying Tor 
Wliite Only.’ And If I go to 
Hades, I’m going to raise hell 
all over Hades till I get in 
the white section.” 

Beckwith said the signature 
looked like his. 

In earlier testimony three 
Greenwood residents, two of 
them police officers, swore 
toey saw the dapper fertilizer 
salesman 59 minutes before 
Evers’ murder and 30 minutes 
after in Greenwoo^/They said 
they were pos^ve in their 
identifications. / 

Roy Jonosy33*year-old sign 
manufactu^r, testified Beck- 
with was in an alley near the 
junction of Highways 82 and 
49 preparing to pull out on tlie 
highway at 11:45 p.m. He said 
the area was lighted with flood- 
lights and there was no d^bt 
the man was Beckwith. X 
Officers Holli^ CresswMl and 
James Hollcy^id th6y spotted 
Beckwith at4:05 a.m. June 12 
filling his car with gasoline 
near the same spot. Officer 
Cresswell said they remem- 
bered the ume 'because one of 
the two had just looked at a 
watch. . 
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'CourtXle3rs,V/6y ' 
For Bedwifh Trial 

Ruled Capable Of Defense 
In Evers Murder Hearing 

! 

From The Commercial Appeal 
Jackson. Miss., Bureau 

JACKSON, Miss., Nov. 12. — 
The State Supreme Court Tues- 
day ruled Byron De La Beck- 
with is '•entirely capable of 
standing trial*' for the murder 
of Negro civil rights leader 
Medgar Evers and nullified a 
prosecution order for a mental 
examination of the -42-year-old 
Greenwood salesman. 

The 6-tO“3 decision set aside 
Hinds County Circuit Judge 
Leon Hendrick's order grant- 
ing a state request for the ex- 
amination. The prosecution 
said it was seeking to deter- 
mine whether Beckwith was 
■mentally capable of making a 
Tational defense and also his 
condition at the time Evers 
was slain J«rfe 12.-?. 

The issue was based on a 
counter-order of Rankin Coun- 
ty Circuit Judge 0. H. Barnett, 
in whose jurisdiction the state 
hospital lies, barring state 
psychiatrists from giving Beck- 
with a mental examination, 
j Beckwith’s attorneys protest- 
ed the examination, contending 
ihe was capable of making a 
jrational defense and that the 
‘order for a general examina- 
tion was unconstitutional. Tlic 
^defense said Judge Hendrick’s 
order placed Beckwith in the 
position of affording Dist Atty. 
William Waller with testimony 
to be used against the defend- 
ant at the trial. 

When Judge Hendrick or- 
dered the examination July 19, 
defense attorneys said Beck- 
with was ready for an imme- 
diate tria!-and -demanded that 
it be set at that time.' 


The Supreme Court also or- 
dered Beckwith returned to the 
custody of itie ^xxintis County 
sheriff in Jackson. Judge Bar- 
nett had ordered him held in 
the Rankin County jail at Bran- 
don to retain jurisdiction pend- 
ing setting of a trial by Judge 
Hendrick. 
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Defense Attorneys Petition 
For Speedy Trial On 
Slaying Charge 

JACKSON, Miss., Aug. 1.— 
(UPI)— A state judge has 
ordered psychiatrists to stop 
their mental examination of 
Byron De La Beckwith, who 
is charged with murdering Ne- 
gro civil rights leader Medgar 
Evers. 

Circuit Judge 0. H. Barnett 
of Carthage ordered the halt 
pending a hearing on charges 
that Beckwith is illegally and 
unconstitutionally held in the 
nearby state mental hospital. 

The charges were made by 
deflinse attorneys in a petitior 
to .Judgg Barnett for a writ o 
habeas corpus freeing BcckJ 
with from the hospital in 
order that he might be tried 
quickly for the June 12 sniper 
slaying of Evers. 

Judge Barnett agreed to 
conduct a hearing on the pe-l 
tition at Carthage Aug. 9. 

He signed an order Wed- 
nesday directing Dr. W. L. Ja- 
quith, the hospital director, to 
have Beckwith in court for the 
hearing and to refrain from 
examining him in the mean- 
time. 

Jaquith said he would com- 
ply with Judge Barnett’s order 
on advice of the state attorney 
general’s office. * 

Beckwith, 42, a segregation- 
list from the Mi.<5sissippi Delta, 
:had been undergoing examina- 
■lior. at the institution for one 
week. 
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The examination was 
ordered by Circuit Judge Leon 

iHendrick of Jackson on re-j . - - r'sUjiii 

quest of Dist. Atty; Williatfl 
\^,aller. Waller safd there wapi 
to believe Bcckwitp 
’’mentally incompetend’ 
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To Grand Jury 
In Evers Case 

Possibility Of Witnesses 
Raised At Hearing 
In Jackson 

■ By KENNETH TOLER . ‘ 

r rrtm Th^ rommrrciat Appfal 
Jackson. Miss.. Bureau 

JACKSON, Miss., June 25.— 
Byron De La Beckwith Tues- 
day was ordered held without 
bail in a preliminary hearing 
at which . it was hinted that 
tw'o white witnesses may later 
testify they saw the person or 
.persons who killed Negro 
iMedgar Evers, 
j Jackson City Judge James 
j Spencer ordered Beckwith. 42- 
;ycar-old Greenwood salesman, 

I held without bond until the 
j Hinds County Grand Jury can 
; consider the murder charge 
jagainst him next week. Bcck- 
Jwith pleaded not guilty just 
jaftcr the two-hour hearing 
jbegan. 

j Tuesday's scant reference to 
I possible witnesses came w'hcn 
j Jackson Police Det. Sgt. John 
jChamblee testified under cross 
iexamination that he * 'talked 
’with people who said they 
{heard footsteps running from 
ithe scene’* of the ambush slay- 
ing in a Jackson Negro resi- 
Idential area. 

It was later developed that 
a white man and woman had 
told investigators that they 
j were walking along the street 
• U the lime of the shooting. 

‘ H ^oupg white girl identified 
tvM-icr Bishop was dis- 
closed as the person who had 
tOiO ''police of th e, cnu nle’s 
{presence. 


(Mount Clipping In Spoco Bolow) 

Sergeant Chambicc, first 
officeeJo jreach the’^hOOlirig 
scene, testified that he found 
no witnesses at the scene who 
could identify the defendant. 

. Judge Spencer rejected 
Beckwith’s defense counsels’ 
pleas for release on grounds 
that the state had failed to 
connect Beckwith w'ith the 
Evers murder other than by 
circumstantial evidence. The 
judge said a fingerprint iden- 
tified as Beckwith’s found on 
a rifle near the scene of the 
slaying was sufficient to bind 
jhim over to the grand jury, 
which convcnc.s* Monday. » ^ 

Capt, Ralph Hargrove, Jack- 
son Police Department identifi- 
cation officer, testified he 
found the fingerprint on the 
rifle’s telescopic sight and 
turned it over to the FBI. The 
p!int and the Japanesc-ma?ie 
stht mounted on the Enfield 
3^.06 rifle were traced by t|ie 
. EBI to Beckwith. j 

Captain Hargrove also said 
he did not believe the finger- 
print found on the sight was 
more than 12 hours old. The 
gun was found shortly afterj 
Evers, 37-year-old NAACP; 
Mississippi field secretary, 
was shot in the baek early 
June 12 just after he stepped 
from his car in the driveway 
of his home. 

FBI ballistics expert Rich- 
lard Poppleton testified that 
riflings on the bullet which 
jkilled Evers were similar io 
those fired from an Enfield 
rifle and ^’similar to no other 
weapon in our laboratoiy.” 
He said the mutilated condi-| 
tion of the bullet prevented] 
him saying positively it wasi 
fired from the Enfield rifle 
found. 

Cunningham of Jack- 
son, member of Gov. Ross 
Barnett’s law firm. Monday 
joined in Beckwith’s defense 
along with Hardy Lott, Green- 
wood city attorney, and 
S^tanny Sanders, a former dis- 
tricr aiiofncy of Greenwood’ 


((ndicote page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 






Pis I i , i i'-i* * • 


Date: 

edition: 

Author: 

editor: 

Title: 


« • . .. r 
X A TwV ^ 


Chora cter: 
or 

Classification: 

m. n I ' • ' 

Submitting Office: • 


' '^RURE 

'■! \ 





BESTCOPlTAyfllLABil 


I 

I 



1 !.• «Hr*^p*r« *-|iy »i,.i 8» 


Giinsfiiii Ifgcd L. 
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Co Arrsigncd Today 
In jackoon 
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O^viCcy) - Tia Frijral Bu- 
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at fiis BUcz:x:y’s office, 

Ttio F 2 t said he would bs 
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of iha 3557 Civil R^hta' 

Sources in Jsekserj indicHtua 
the arral.-.nnient would te 
sometime Sunday momins in 

/.pnf.s were en route to 
Jaci:.<:cn with Bor kwifh at Juid- 
nipht. 

I "and •'KJ'.ers a.> 

known vr,e rt-.,rged v.ifK 

conspi,i.;~ JO f-urp ■'uortss 

and in:irn.d.v iiv,,, 
tree )<j *-.,'oym.!*n{ of 

r!£ -*J and jirivilr^e* pitiviiid / 
Dv the c.>ns£itut‘<.n 


?AG2 / 

ascTiciiJ 

T32 C0I-3£Sa 
ilPrSAL 




6/23/63 

' ifhof: 
ii*or : 

BYnON DE LA 
■ BECKWITH; I.!EDG 
EVERS - VICTIJl 

CR; RM 

I 

j ! i 8 K.tir*i(ion * 


i • ' •> 



Ff<!era» %4Htiiic under , 
whiCl' IS ,A::r::rj 

carries relatively minor pcr.al* 
tica. The iharge permitted 
PBT aprnls to make an arrest 
iind Rjves them a Icgnl hold 
over the prisoner pendir^g fil- 
inf, (»f charges under state V.X 
Ilrovcr siiid LcckwUh v.w-lu 
be turned inrcf to Jtcfcron au* 
ihoritic.s as soca ^as pcszTrle for 
quesUonin;; and filing of 
murJ^r charges. 

Ceckv/ich was bam and 
reared in Circcnwood and fa 
a member ol an old and pronv 
inent Delta family. He was 
formerly a salesman for the 
New Deal Tobacco Co. in 
G^cc.^w^od. 

Crcrnv/aod c i ♦ i 2 e n ^ de 
srnht-rt Pc la Biv:kv;ith— who . 
was as *0013/— as "cc- 

ccnin- *' and outspoken in his 
oppo* :ion to any form of de- 
sefrf';ation. 

He 'Kill written nanv letters 
to Ja*.Uv)A newspaper? acd.to 
Th.e <>)mmrrciai Appeal 
nojr.iinf Chief Jurlice Ear« 
Warren a nd the Suprf/wc 
the National AssceJa- 
i\ou for the Advancement of 
Colored People and the Ken* 
nedy Admirustration. 

The FBI said he was a ir-rjr;- 
ber of the Mississippi Citirzns' 
Council, a segnegaUsniat 
group. 

1 

Evers, S7, was tho Iv^is- 
sippl field secretary fa/ Cry 
NAACP. 

He was shot in the bach* l*y 
a sniper as he stepped frcaa 
his car in the driveway of his 
home in Jackson shorUy attCT' 
midnight. 

A rifle was found In a honey- 
suckle thicket in a vacant lot 
across the street from Evers* 
home. 

Hoover said Beckwith w'as 
fmind by connecting hi:n with 
the ‘Violden Hi'wV* telescopic 
sight on the nfle recovered' 
at the murder scene. He raid 
FBI fingerprint expens sub- 
s. oacivlv identified a print on 
»/> a<5 Uc“kwith*s. 
fh.* » fli • nmplain» against 
M»ed Mlurday 
aftemuc.n. iVjover said. 


He said f"? inrormation de- 
vcU>».'cd i * the FC: invj-tjga* 
liop bo tum^ over to 

Jack.snn authnriMrv* and tho 
full facilities FBI bib- 

oratory and identification di- 
vision’ including testimony o! 
lab and fingerprint exr^rts*. 
■end FBI agents, would be ' 
^madc availeblo to them. 

A Greenwood acquaintance 
said Tsekwith. an ex-Marino, 
had served as a sniper. Ha 
also said Beckwith waa a gun 
collector. 

The FBI said Mnrine rec- 
ords showed Dcdwlh was in, 
combat In the Guadalcarj:! and 
Tarawa battles of ^ 0 r I d 
War II. 

Dack^itli and Hj wife, also a 
Mariau Corps veteran, are 
separated. Tlvey have a tecrv 

Sgw4i 

Ho owns property b Grccn- 
v/oed, iSwuding a rlawatown 
c!^‘ tl: caentioiv^d as a prob- 
zo\z cits foi a new pcv?t office 
buildtag. 



Greenwood Man 
is Accused 

. By Associated Press f 

JACKSON. Miss.— State and 
federal officers pressed their 
search today for companions 
of Byron de La Beckwith, who 
was behind bars in the Jackson 
jail charged by the state of 
Mississippi with the murder of 
Mcdgar Evers. ^ 

Still missing tn the hunt for 
those accused as killers of tiie 
37-j'ear-oId Mississippi imC' 
^ration leader were “others 
unknown.” They arc charged 
along with Beckwith in a 
S€ parate federal complaint 
made public after the FBI ar- 
rested Beckwith Saturday 
night. 

Beckwith, a 42-year-old to- 
bacco salesman from Green- 
wood, Miss., talked with his at- 
torneys, law partners Hardy 
Lott and Stanny Sanders of 
Greenwood, yesterday and was 
returned to his cell after about 
30 minutes. 

He is being held without: 
bond. He will appear at 2 p.m.^ 
tomorrow before U. S. Com-* 
missioner John R, Countiss III. 
The arraignment will be held 
to determine if there is reason 
to believe he and others con- 
spired to deprive Evers of his 
civil rights. 

The Justice Department 
plans to let the State of Mis- 
sissippi have priority in deal- 
ing with Beckwith. A spokes- 
man said the federal govern- 
ment will recommend that he. 
* be released without bond on! 
federal charges of conspiracy! 
■ to* iiiiure-a person sceJdng^;a| 
civil richts. ' 


(Mount Clipping In Spoco Below) 

With this maneuver, the 
way^ will be clearedTor Beck- 
with to be prosecuted on a 
murder charge by Mississippi 
authorities, the spokesman ex- 
plained. 

Police found a 30.06 Enfield 
rifle of World War I vintage 
near the murder scene. 

Fingerprint found 
A six-power Golden Hawk 
telescopic sight mounted on 
the weapon yielded one good 
fingerprint and led the FBI to 
Beckwith, 

Agents located the Ameri- 
can importer of the Japanese- 
made sight. He had imported 
15,000 of them. 

They found five of the sights 
went to Mississippi, all to a 
Grenada gun dealer. One was 
triiiced to Beckwith, a gun col- 
lector, whom the FBI ques- 
tioned Friday night without 
gjkting any answers. 

'Saturday night at a meeting 
arranged by Greenwood attor- 
ney Yerger Moorhead, a rela- 
tive of Beckwith, FBI agents 
arrested Beckwith under pro- 
visions of the 1957 Civil Rights 
Act. 

“Beckwith and others un- 
known conspired to injure, op- 
press and intimidate ,Mcdgar 
Evers in the free exercise and 
enjoyment of rights and privi- 
leges secured to him by the 
constitution,” the FBI said. 

Evers was state field secre- 
tary for the NAACP. , 

Capt. Ralph Hargrove, chief 
of the Jackson Police Identifi- 
cation Bureau, fingerprinted 
Beckwith yesterday and found 
again his prints matched the 
one on the scope attached to a 
.30 caliber rifle that fired the 

Olivu I 

It was_Hargrove=whb'Tirst! 
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to tile eye Dui cuuia. not reveal 
out by chemicals 
’Y^ting perspiration left in 
• place. 

Jackson dctccti\*cs discov- 


•>* 


ItL. 


A Calm 

P<5'’\c5 
Cy /| 

uovftsuii oetcctn’cs aiscov- GRE^iNW'OOD, Miss.— With' 
ered the £un in mid-mornins exception JByron de La 
of June ’12, about . 10 hours! ®2ck\vilh, a 42-ycar-o!d .Ma-! 
8rter“Tvers was shot down iri combat -veteran, is as 
his driveway, in a honeysuckle likely to be as calm and con- 
thicket near where officers be- tfoUed as anyone. 

• lieve the shot was fired. The That one exception is the 
; scope was attached. jracial question. 

. 7ha Poaaliy I “Mention negroes,” said 

Beckwith, a member of thei Cascio, his former 

Jgregationist Citizens Council, I fly 

ICC3 death in the state’s easl*"l? . 


se: 


«aCC3 death in the state’s gas 
chamber if convicted on the 
murder charge. 

His attorneys are also mem- 
bers of the Citizens Council, 
as are the mayor, commission- 
-ers and most prominent per- 
sons in Greenwood, located in 
a county with a 2-1 negro ma- 
jority and 30 miles from 
Indianola, where tlie Citizens 
. Council was born in 1945. Lott 
is city attorney and attorney 
• fov. the voter registrar of Le 
flora County. 

llcckwith, a 5-foot-7, 160^ 
pojnd man, was driven to the 
Jackson police station Satur- 
day night by five FBI men. 
Ho appeared calm yesterday 
after, state officials lodged the 
murder charge against him. 

Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy; 
said there was more evidence 
to Jink Beckwith, who was 
wounded by Japanese fire as 
he -hit the beach on Tarawa, 


f-r 

r. 




•-United Press International Telephoto 

MURDER CHARGE— Byron 
de La Beckwith. 42 , of 
Greenwood. Miss., is ac- 
cusod of the sniper slaying 
of Mcdgar** Evers, N'AACP 
leader. 


Beckwith is a gun buff. 
Friends in his home town of 
Greenwood said he fired guns 
as well as coliected them. He 
is from a pioneer Mississippi 
family. He is a member of the 
Sons of the American Revolu- 
tion and is an Episcopalian. 

Beckwith, who worked as a 
tobacco salesman for 10 years, ^ 
took a job four months ago as 
sales agent with a fertilizer 
firm. 

He w^ a lop salesman,” 
Cascio said. ”His territory was* 
south of Greenwood and lie^ 
Was li.-kCd by all the tobacco 
He had a gift 

-le v/aa born in Colusa, Cal., 
fiis mti-.er’s home state. His 
fatiicr died when he was 
youngMcr, and his mother, 
Susic Ycrgcr Beckwith, a na- 
tive of Greenwood, returned to 
her hometown to raise him. 
^\hcn he was 11, his mother 
Qicd, and he moved to the 
rambling Greenwood home of 
his uncle, the late William G. 
Verger. 

He attended Mississippi State 
Umversity for part of a year. 

Bcck\/ith has one son a 
, teen-ager. Kis^ marital life has 
been stormy. He married the 
former Mary Louise Williams, 
daughter of Mrs. Jesse r! 
\yiliiams and the late Mr. Wil- 
hams of Knoxville, Tenn. She 
too. IS from a pioneer South- 
eni^family. She is a descendant 
t Wiliams, the founder 
of Rhode Island. She attended 
Hunter College in New York 
City and is a former Wave. 

They have been divorced 
reconciled and remarried. Now' 
they are separated. 

News of Beckwith’s an-est 
brought surprise and dismay. 

^ Mayor C. E. Sampson said: 

We have had our troubles 
here. I don’t know what this 
will do. 1 don’t thin!-: i: .•.boi.M 
pcno]i'/.c •c'i— <,r 
jihc uxt ' . •• 




Clipping In $poc« B«low) 



'(UPO -^-A'Circuit^ourt judge Vndcr-tSiose circumsiance^* 
Monday granted a two-month Beckwith would be under the 
delay before ruling on whether of the murder indict- 
BjTon De U Beckwith 

go on trial a third time m i 

jthe ambush slaying of Negro Beckwith, M'ho was not pres-; 
leader Medgar Evers. ent in the courtroom Monday, 

Judge Leon Hendrick ^ Greenwood soon 

proved a request by Dist Atty. g “c^iUar U 

William Waller to postpone ,^as his first day of freedom 
further action until the July since his arrest last June 23, 
term of Hinds County Circuit The jury deadlocked 6-6 in 
Court, 

Beckwith testified in his own 

Beckwith remained free pn during both trials, vjg- 

orously proclaiming he was in- 
nocent. Tlie defense produced 


10,000 bond set after h s 
ccond trial ended in a huig 
jury April 17. His first trial 
earlier this year also was de- 
clared a mistrial with the jury 
unable to agree on a verdict. 

Under state law, the 43- 
year-old Greenwood salesman 
could be tried indefinitely for 
the killing of Evers, who was 
jstate field secretary of the Na- 
jtional Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People. 
Evers was killed in the drive- 


several witnesses who swore 
they saw Beckwith at Green- 
wood on the night Evers was 
killed. 

Expert testimony was pre- 
sented by the state in an ef- 
fort to prove Beckwith’s fin- 
gerprint was lifted from the al- 
leged murder weapon, a high- 
powered rifle found in a honey- 
suckle thicket near the Evers 
nome."^ 


way of his Jackson home June 
12, 1963. 

The state could request a 
third trial, or recommend that 
the case simply be placed in 
an inactive file to be brought 
out if and when new evidence 
is found or if and when the 
prosccuti£>n decided t^PX^A^it 
again. . .1 
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^Byron De La Beckwith Fri- 
day— was^ released from jail 
for the first time in 10 months 
on a $10,000 bond following his 
second mistrial for the murder 
of Negro leader Medgar Evers, 
Within two hours of the mis- 
trial, the 43-year-oId salesman 
was led through a basement 
corridor of the Hinds County 
Courthouse, placed prone in 
Jhe back seat of a car and 
'whisked away by Sheriff Fred 
'Pickett and a deputy. At 3: 15 
J),m„ the two officers and 
Beckwith arrived at the Le- 
flore County sheriffs office in 
Greenwood. 

Standing behind the court- 
house after completing bond 
arrangements, the jubilant for- 
mer Marine said, 'Tm anxious 
to go back to work just as 
soon as possible and start 
calling on the trade again.” He 
said he would return to his job 
a fertilizer salesman. 

U^udge Leon F. Hendrick de- 
clared the second murder trial 
a mistrial at 11:40 Friday 
morning after the jury dead-j 
locked 8-to-4 for acquittal 
during 10 hours of delibera- 
tions. 

The jurors quickly left the^ 
courthouse where they had 
been housed during the 11-day I 
trial. The first trial ended 
Feb. 7 with a 6-6 tie vote. 

One of the jurors said the 
12-man, all-white panel bal- 
loted ”over and over” but 
failed to break the deadlock' 
which developed during Thurs-i 
[ day night's session, 
r showed no ^emo- 

tion when the mismaf was de- 
clared. 


^ FtftGG*~.sainutes later, the . 
judge set Beckwith^s buiid^^at* 
$10,000 returnable to the May 
term of court, and set ma- 
chinery in motion to have 
Beckwith released promptly. 
Dist. A tty. William Waller did 
not oppose bond as he did 
after the arrest. No bond 
hearing was requested after 
. the first mistrial. i 

The district attorney said a 
third trial, unusual in Missis- 
sippi, was ”not definite at this 
time” and added that ”futurei 
events” including defense mo- 
tions and docket setting wouhf 
have to be taken into conV 
sideration. | 

He noted the May term oTi 
court, to which the case waij 
automatically continued, was 
for civil matters. 

”I have no reason to think it 
won't,” commented chief de- 
fense counsel Har^ Lott when 
asked if the case would be 
tried again. ”But I neverj 
heard of its being done (a third 
time).” 

I don't think u*c coiildi prc< 
sent what evidence we hav(i 
any better than we did this 
time,” Mr. Waller said. ”The 
defense s case was much bet- 
ter this time since they had’ 
more witnesses, more time to 
prepare to meet our case.” 

Should the case be re- 
manded to the files without a 
trial, a legal authority 
said Beckwith will be allowed 
to remain free at a reduced 
bond but with the possibility 
of a future trial hanging over; 
his head. The source said only 
voiding the indictriTent by" the 
^ would remove that 
threat. 


(Indlcatv page, name of 
newspaper, city and stale.) 

Page-1 

The Connerical V 
Appeal 

■‘^^eniphis, Tenn. 


Da»e: 4/18/64 

Edition: Final 

Author: 

Editor! Frank Ahlgren 

Title; 

Character: 

or 

ClasBlficotion: 

submitunq oMic.t twemphis 


/^7- ! I 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION/PRIVACY ACTS SECTION 


STTBJECTi MEDGAR EDGARS 


FILE NUMBER: FTLEJlOQ-428911 


^TAMOAltD woma NO. 94 


^ . 

<^'I^Uin • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



' • J. Baumgardner (t£)V33X^^ 


DATE: - 


J. J. O'Conno^^J^^ 
_^6</cla i^ U/^ 

— J 




'June 30, 1958 





^ I HTOraiATlOH CONTAIIIKD 

« Off' * — 

- "■ - : ■ -■• - - .aA^gi 2 3 a 

conc.rning^“pUoni\?<i??JSS;f:h?^^^^^^ 

attaih^rf ♦ result of a file review at^eat information 

attached was transmitted by Kew York letter rfaJ of Government. The 
captioned "Communist dated June 19?8 

Advancement of Colored People Ouacpl AssocTEtion for the 

original of which is fluHn BufiJ^e 1^317"^!“''^*^ ' «« 

TlfG 
JKY 


RECOMMEKDATIOU : 

be routed to the^ecwd^'^B^aich? »o"orandom and its attachment 

ZZZ7 TO he filed in case file of captioned individual. 

^ To have a new 100 main inarf-ivss e,-i 

captioned individual and for flllng'th?reil®“ 


/OO ~ -i^Hyir, . / 


EX-117 a® JULm.(til958 


Enclosure 

:®!^JDULU195S 

EX-117 

3 -ES CCO^ Rtc 52 





t 









NT 100-7629 Sub C 



JUN 4 1958 







MEDGAR IT. E7ERS, a Bagro sale, approximately thirty y»ars of acre 
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Beckwith surprises 
own iawyer 

Evers slay suspect 
seeks appeal right 

By The AasocteSed ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 


•nf Oe La Beckwith, appar- 

might be dissolved, has 
appeal with the Ten- 
nessee Supreme Court 

application 

for pemission to appeal on Mon- 
J^yj^thout the knowledge of his 

ofW,5®^ attomeyf Russell 
Cha^ooga. “I was just 

tair®!fS^*V°’.®^ Signal Moun- 
t&n IS ch^ed with murder in the 
1963 slaying of civil rights leader 


(Indicate page, name of 
‘newspaper, city and state.) 

KNOXVILLE NEWS-SENTINEL 
KNOXVILLE, IN 

iDate: ) (i9 / / 2. /^/ 

• Edition: a ^ 

PAGE:ff5 


Tide: 


! Character: 

: ^ 

Classification: 
SubmittinQ Office:* ' - 


Indexing: 


Medgar Evers, and Mississippi 
has been trying to extradite him 
since late last year. 

The Tennessee Court of Crimi- 
nal Appeals ruled June 3 that 
Beckwith should be returned to 
Mississippi to stand trial. 

Two days later, the Mississippi 
attorney general’s office asked 
the appeals court to lift a stay 
that flowed Beckwith to remain 
in Tennessee while he appealed 
extradition. Bcm filed aj-eply to. 
that Truest on June 6, notin^is 
intention to appeal the appeals 
court ruling with the Supreme 
Court by the July 3 deadline. 

Beckwith, who has vowed to 
fight his extradition “tooth, nail 
and claw,” apparently didn’t want 
to wait for Bean to file the appeal. 
Mays said. “They were worried 
that the Court of Appeals was go- 


ing to rule on that motion to dis- 
solve the stay and they would 
grant it and he would be gone to 
Mississippi.” 

Evers, a field secretary for the 
NAACP, was shot to death on 
June 12, 1963, in front of his Jack- 
son, Miss., home. Beckwith was 
tried twice by all-white juries in 
1963, but neither could reach a 
verdict, and the murder charge 
was dropped in 1969. 

However, h second indictment 
-was return^ late last year in 
Jackson after authorities said new 
evidence had surfaced, and Beck- 
with was arrested Dec. 17. 

In his 26-page appeal brief. 
Beckwith crossi^ out Bean’s 
name three times and wrote, “By- 
ron De La Beckwith Pro Se.” Pro 
se means a client is his own law- 
yer. 
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The Associated Press 

JACKSON, Miss. — A former Klansman 
now living in Sevierville says he fears for him- 
^'fendhis family if he testifies against a white 
suprema^t accused of killing NAACP leader 
Medgar Evers in Jackson 28 years ago. 

In a May 2 letter to Hinds County prosecu- 
tors, Delmar Dennis said he won’t testify 
against Byron De La Beckwith. 

He also wrote that he is weary of dealing 
with constant publicity about the case. 

“We all feel that we have suffered enough 
for my stand and nobody gave a damn, so there 
is no point in taking further risks,” Dennis. 51, 
wrote. 

He said he would become a potential target 
of white supremacists known as “Phinehas 
priests.” who consider themselves God’s exe- 
cutioners. 

“You don’t know when they’re going to 
strike. They’re not going to warn you,” Dennis 
said in an interview this week. “Nothing is 
quite so dangerous as a religious fanatic who 
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thinks he’s doing the Lord’s will.” 

Dennis operates a small publishing house in 
Sevierville. 

Hinds County AssisUnt District Attorney 
Bobby DeLaughter wouldn’t comment Thurs- 
day on Dennis’ letter. 

Last May, Dennis provided prosecutors 
with a break in reopening the Evers slaying 
investigation. He told how he had heard Beck- 
with brag at an Aug, 8, 1965, Klan rally near 
Jackson about the killing. 

An indictment Dec. 14 charges Beckwith, 
70. with murder. Beckwith, of Signal Mountain, 
TeniL, remains jailed in Chattanooga. He is 
fighting extradition to MississippL 

Evers’ wdow, Myrlie, said Dennis* decision 
was upsetting. “I would hojpe witnesses would 
... have the strength to come forward with the 
truth in pursuit of justice in this case,” she said. 

Beckwith’s wife, Thelma, said Thursday 
mght Dennis “is dangerous ... He’s guilty of ly- 
ing. 

Bwkwith “is going to come out on top. Ev- 


erybody loves him,” she said. 

Evers, field director for the state NAACP 
was shot to death June 12, 1963, outside his 
Jackson home. 

Beckwith was tried twice in 1964 for mur- 
der, but both trials ended when all-white juries 
deadlocked. 

He would face a life sentence if convicted. 

Phinehas priesthood is glowingly de- 
scribed in a 1990 book Vigilantes of Christen- 
dom by Richard Kelly Hoskins of Lynchburg-: ~:r'" 

Hoskins compares members to Japanese 
kamikaze pilots of World War IL 

The book holds up as a hero the Biblical 
character of Phinehas, Moses’ great-nephew^ 
who killed a couple Hoskins maintains were 
gxiilty of “race mixing.” 

Hoski^ who publishes a monthly newslet- 
ter catering to white supremacists, could not 
be reached for comment Thursday. 
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Work against Klan 

devastated his lif 
Delinar Dennis says 

of The Joumai staff 

SEVIERVILLE — When Delmar Dennis was a 
young man in Mississippi, he joined the Ku Klux 
Klan, became an informant for the FBI and helped 
put away the killers of three civil rights workers. 

That good deed has come close to ruining him, he 
says. 

*Tt has devastated my life. I was ordained a min- 
ister at the age of 18, and people I thought were my 
friends turned on me and never were my friends 
again/’ he said. “1 have had a very hard time making 
a living, and just about when everybody forgets 
about it, something else comes up. The 25th anniver- 
sary of something, the movie ‘Mississippi Burning,* 
and now this.** 

“This” is the arrest this week of Byron de la 
Beckwith for the 1963 murder of Medgar Evers. A 

long- overlooked statement Dennis made in a book 
published in 1975 finally got noticed this year, and 
Dennis will be a major witness in Beckwith's trial this 
summer. 

These days Dennis, who owns a printing company 
in Sevier County, has gone back into the ministry. He 
wears clerical garb and pastors a new Reform 
Church congregation that meets in a Pigeon Forge 
motel 

He is dreading going back to Jackson to testify. 

“I’ll be doing a lot of praying to get ready for 
that,” he said. 

He has been long been active in conservative 
politics, and in 1984 was a candidate, for president on 
the ultra-right American -Pa^^ticket- But being a 
conservative Christian identified with the civil rijjt 
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"I’ve stood alone. Whites reiect- 

em^f “ ® *’*®'=*“ couiSt 

embrace me because I was so con 

S”'"- 1"" ”v“ L7; 

thank-you letter from anybody 
Not from the families of the ^tiri 
or anybody. Nothing. Tve^to^ 
alo^. And it’s been very lonely.” 
The biggest reward he has 

som'Sii™!!’ 'ovolvemfent was 

ffS ^ ® overheard his son tell 

He said ‘My dad is my hero ’ ” 
Dennis said. ^ ' 

He Mys has not been able to 
benefit from helping make history. 
Sevier County people have 

but nice, but 
It s a natural tendency for people to 

someone who’s 
With controversy. 

P®®*" 'vife never 

she mami 
me she d still be dealing with front- 
page stones and TV shows.” 

The latest TV show after Dennic; 

IS “60 Minutes.” He hS^SeS, a “ 

dm’tw* K® “ 'ntei^ew. 

®hout television ” 
he said. “They edit and splice and 
put things together until they eet 
“P all 

He says he keeps thinkinc 
“someday this will be over.Td ril 
get a book published and go on the 
si^aking circuit I have never made 
a dime off my experiences.” 

He never knew Medgar Evers, 
but Mys almost everyone in Missis- 
sippi thought Beckwith killed him. 

because 

pJo he killed Medgar 

Evers, Dennis said. “He was 
known to brag about doing it ai- 
thou^ I never heard him®i^int- 
blank say he did it" 

Dennis, 50, moved to Sevier 
County in 1976. He had gained nt 
bona] attention in 1967 for testify- 


-s against the killers of three 
^ng civil rights workers whoS 
^es were found in an earthen 

iiomt orTiis-Ja-ckidn' 

line'*?*'® was in his early 

20s he was a Klan Titan (adminis- 
^ative Officer) who worked under- 

to know Beckwith 
H J ri *" *he course of that work. ’ 
He describes Beckwith as a dan- 

S^ce cheerleader for 

said ”’®’” 

^d. The kind of raw hatred he ex- 

5Si there^ frightening thing to see, 
and there were few people in the 
Klan as vicious. Klan work is his 
^ole life, and while I have never 
™Pr^«l With his intelli- 
gence, he has spent his whole life 
c^centrating on what he is most 
dedicated to — white supremacy.” 
When Dennis first met him 

a run for the office of lieutenant 
governor. He often urged younger 
^ '^°'®"ce, Denn^ sa?s. 

w!l frorJ tK yourself. 

States?’® of United 

Twice tried for murder in the 
^ers killing, ^cl^ith walke4free 
^er two all-white juries failed to 

he spent several years in a federal 
Penitentiary for trying to smuS 

hne Ta Louisiana state 

^ lertilizer salesman liv- 
Mountain, he was rear- 
rested this week in the Evers kill- 
ing, and will be tried late next 
summer in Jackson. 

^e case was reopened primari- 
ly because of the work of a Jackson 
newspaper reporter whose reSS?h 
evidence of miscSeJ 
ii^^kwith’s trials. The reporter 
came across something Dennis 
s&d in a 1975 book about his expe- 
nences called “Klandestine.” ^ 
“Killin® that nigger gave me no ' 
more inner discomfort than our 


wives endure when they give birt 



just as much,' 

Why did it take so long for th 
^ ^ re 

Dennis cites a number of factore 

sav^ In l"j^ Mississippi, hi 
In 1^, blacks couldn't servt 
on Junes because jury lists ww« 
^a^ from voter's roles, and 
blaclte weren't allowed to vote In 

deflfh®^® his 

death, Dennis said. “ 

Given the violence of the neonlp 

^ testimony will offend, 

^s^he womes about his family’s 

Local law enforcement authori- 

from the KnoxviUe FBI bureau 

tehoSJ*" “ 

hie 3]^™ ^ ® bronze statue in 
hp o^«c® iwribed with the wonb 

hHeft mS- 

tn rf ®'L'" bronze, sword poised 
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Beckwith 
posts bond, 
vows to fight 



8y Associated Press 


• CHATTANOOGA — White suprema- 
cist Byron De La Beckwith was released 
on $15,000 bond Tuesday pending a Feb- 
ruary hearing on whether he should be 
returned to Mississippi to stand trial a 
third time for the 1963 slaying of civil 
rights leader Medgar Evers. 

The 70-year-old Beckwith, who now 
lives on nearby Signal Mountain, was in- 
dicted on a murder charge again by a 
Hinds County, Miss., grand jury in the 
Evers case. District Attorney Ed Peters 
said Tuesday in Jackson, Miss. 

Appearing with his wife, Thelma, 
Beckwith told General Sessions Court 
Judge Horace L, Smith that he intended 
to fight any effort to extradite him to 
Mississippi. 

‘Tm going to resist it tooth, nail and 
claw," Beckwith said. “Because 1 think 
that all this is nonsense, poppycock and 
just something to stir the people up . . . 
and incite the lower forms of life to force 
ind violence against the country clubs." 

Beckwith was tried twice in 1964 in 
— : he slaying of Evers, who was field sec- 

etary for the NAACP when he was 
1 illed by a sniper's bullet in front of his 
. Jackson, Miss., home on June 12, 1963. 

Elach trial ended in a deadlocked jury 

iQfiQ hi.t murder charge was dismissed in 

jyo». out the case was eventually re- ~ 

opened amid charges of jury and evi- 
dence tampering. , • 

Assistant Hamilton County prosecu- 
tor Rodney Strong asked Smith to with- 
hold ^nd or at least set it higher on 
grounds that Beckwith posed a threat to 
others associated with the case. 

Strong, noting that Beckwith had a 
passport and had once made plans to vis- 
it a friend in Mexico, also expressed fears 
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But the judge agreed with Beckwith’s 
court-appointed attorney, Russell Bean 
who ^gued that the Beckwiths, who 
have bved on Signal Mountain for seven 
years, did not appear to be a threat to 
flee. 

“I have no evidence he’s going to run 
or he’s apt to run,” said Smith. 

The judge ordered Beckwith to return 
to court on Feb. 22 for a hearing to con- 


that the defendanVmiii;t7umrbonr to 

avoid returning to Mississippi ^ ^ warrant by Gov, Ray 




